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V o may : Mts wü that „ 
| _ young marquis wilt not be forgot, 
unleſs I loſe all my influence. But is it . 
not my duty to recommend perſons: f 
merit and thoſe whom I eſteem? Do you 
fear the failure of my memory? No, 
madam, I ſhall ever remember to Jave ©; 
_. you tenderly, and to oblige you, effectu- . = 
ally. The court was never folplendid © 7 
45 as at preſent in the midſt of puBlic:.- - 4 
I diſtreſs. We have half a dozen German 
5 highneſſes, who make a wondrous clutte. 
There is one particularly who deigns to 
pay his court to me. Men, eſpecially _ © 
princes, do nothing, for nothing: where. 
fore I. gueſs him to have ſome views. . 
But I'ſhall let him dance attendabce, and 
perhaps ſhall ſerve him; for Thave a good 
"AY and he * merit. The old vizier 1 


£2 
„ 2 


* 


* grows inſupportable; but he is ſupport- 
ae, becauſe he is neceſſary, or becauſe he 


is ſuppoſed io be ſo. He is ever diſcon- 


dtented, gloomy and ſullen: age, like 
honors, changes manners. That is un- 
ſufferable; and yet it muſt be ſuffered. 


Farewel, my dear friend, I ſhall never 
change to you; for I have too much plea- 


ſure in loving you and and in telling you 
- fo. Give a thouſand kiſſes for me to your 


little girl, and make a thouſand compli- 


ments to the great man, cc. 


ds Lo 
* . 
1 


- 
"5 


— — 


I_ ; * ; ; f by 4 
: 3d : ö I %, 
4 : * 3 83 „ 0 
INES. . 1 he mar Befleille. 
8 2 "ry 2 Z 4 , ” 
s 4 1225 1 © oþ : Ty © = 
N \ 5 — 
5 - % * — ; 
| 5 . i 3 a 


"$2 F 


appes 
quain! 


which 


tereſt 


- 
4 1 4 þ bg 
* : - 
4 - 4 
25 - * 
wo L - 7 
2 "x, K+ 
ol — 2 
* 5 £ 
- * 
7 „ - 
o 


LE: þ ＋ E R Ln. 
TM deVorrarns. a. 


I A MU bleed Wed of che bloody 


tragedy that has been acted at Tou- 


louſe. Your charity for the unhappy + 
family of Calas, and your zeal in its ſer- 


vice, do honor to your feelings, and cor- 
reſpond with mine. You are a ſort of | 
ſentinel of ſtate: you make it a duty to 
diſcover great crimes and great a buſes: 


you muſt be admirable in every thing. 


So far as I can hitherto-judge, the Judges 
of Toulouſe have been very precipitate 
and very cruel. There is nothing but 


contradiction and imp! obability in 8 


proceedings; which is at firſt ſight a. 
ſtrong prejudice againſt them. Truth 
and juſtice admit neither contradictions. 


nor improvabilities A. celebrated advo- a » 
cate and worthy man is. ſaid to be draw-. . 


ing up a memorial of that unfortunate 
affair; I ſhall read it the moment it 
appears, in order to get thoroughly ac- 
quainted with: the fact in queſtion; after 
which, I ſhall' boldly employ all my in- 


tereſt to avenge the cauſe of juſtice and 
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that you have addrefſed yourſelf to. ng: 
this confidence muſt give me a little 


© vanity, by ſhowing that you think have 
I have, or fancy I 


have one; and on this occaſion I ſhall 
Endeavor'to earn your eſteem and that of 
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ol oppreſſed virtue. I am charmed, ſir, 
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defeat 
when 
ſpoke 

derſta 
prince 
we th 
our en 
miniſt 
every 

deſpot 
believe 
aband( 
if prec 
nation. 
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1 HAN K Yau: ſigeerely. for 5 ur 
/cares, and beg#of you to continue 
them. Accounts from Ruffia are actually 
more important than ever. We have 
long known that the new e loves not 
France: we have loſt a good friend in 
Elizabeth. Your Peter III. did not even 
take the trouble to conceal his ſentiments, 
in his aunt's life time; and I hàve heard 
that he never faited to be arch upon the 
defeats of. the Ruflians or of the allies, 
when any opportunity offered: which 
ſpoke at once a bad heart and a forry un- 
derſtanding. . Nobòdy doubts - but that 
prince will ſpeedily ohh alliance: nay, 
we ſhall be Fry happy, if he join not 
our enemies. In ſuch circumſtance your 
miniſtry is peculiarly delicate: you will 
every where tread upon thorns: Yer, 
deſpotie as a czar of Ruſſia is, it is not 
believed that the preſent dares abruptly. 
abandon the common cauſe. Such a ſtep, - 
if precipitate, would not fail to offend the 
nation. The Ruſſians know how to 
5 4 SS - N obey; 
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obey; but they Fe he to get rid 

- - .of their maſters, when theſe venture to 

ahbuſe their power, The revolution of 

1740, to which he owes his crown, is a 
; recent example, which will. perhaps keep 8 

him in awe,” The defection of that prince 
would be particularly deplorable in the 


preſent jùuncture; for the Alexander d 


the North is undone, if the war laſt four 


- 


months longer. Try therefore to parry 

the blow, if it be pollible to parry it. 
Ihe furs you ſent me are very beautt- 

ful, and I thank you much for your trou- 
ble. They are ſuperior to thoſe of Cana- 
daa: but alas! thoſe of Canada were ours. 
Eo. The king is highly fatisfied with your 
conduct; he has great confidence in your 
| _- abilities; and nobody ſuſpecis, if the czar 
| © ſhould forſake-his friends, your having 
"Head Upy; thing to prevern miſo. | jh 
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0 U aremuchin the abt my lord- 
duke; the affair of the unfortunate 
alk makes one fudder. He was to be 
pitied for being a hugonot ; but was not 
therefore to be treated like a highwayman. 
It ſeems impoſſible that he ſhould have 
committed the crime of Which he ſtood 
accuſed : that is not in nature. Yet he is 
dead, his family is branded, and his cruel 
judges will not repent. The king's ten- 
der heart ſuffered much at the recital of } 
that ſtrange adventure, and all France. K 
cries out vengeance, The poor man ſhall 
T 1 be avenged. Thoſe Toulouſaus are hot- 
headed folks, and have more religion in 
their way than they ſhould have to be good © < 
' chriſtians. May God be pleaſed. to can A 
vert and humaniſe them 8 
4 You joke me, my lord, 8 your . 
BO thanks, There was a poſt vacant that 
fſuited you: you deſerved it, I mention- © 
ed it to his majeſty, and that is all. This e 
„ little ſervice. has done me more pleaſure 
„ e 
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. t 15 * 

than it N vou. Set out chan for the 
army, and be the prince of Conde's friend. 
It ftrikes me in the head, that that 
youth will make a figure: he has great 
examples in his family, and a, de- 
fire to imitate them. His talents for war 
will quickly diſplay themſelves: fo much 
the better. France is no longer knowa- 
. the race of great men is almoſt ex- 
Tina: I hope you ſhall aſſiſt in reviving it, the 
and wiſh with all my heart that fortune if T 
2 treat 8 in a manner more ann ma 
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'T ow: do You! 8. my bord duke? 
WE You ſhall ſee that y your Holes cone 
not forg 't you. But we 05 
the pręface, Which is 7 
ave 100 ly long. 
made War, that we" live gained nothing - 
by.it, that we ſtand in great need of 


with the Engliſh, and that the Eügin 
ſtand perhaps in Retle leſa need of it than 


ourſelves. Well tien, elle king ke 


yeſterday in” his cuncif to ove you 5 


imall'commitfion' on this füblect You 
mult therefore 'quit/inftantly your woods . 
and your warren, and repair to Bon- 
tainbleau to receive your inſtructions. 
Thence you ſhall go to London, and 
make a bow to good king George, who 
looks for you, and invite him to be a 
friend of ours. The king did not at firſt - 
know whom to charge with a negotiation 
ſo important and ſo delicate. A certaia 
perſon hinted your name; upon which 
that gracious prince did ſome juſtice to 
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veal for his „ 1 heard him with 
pleaſure, and was far enouy h from ſpeak- 1 
ing againſt my conſcience: y. ſpeaking ill x 
of you. I am ſenſible that this employ; | I” 
ment is rather, unpleaſing: it were a finer = 
ming to be the ambaſſador of a victorious - 
px > than of a king . vanquifhed. But 
you are a true F renchman: the love of 
your; country will ſurmount your. every 
ftkeluctance. The peace which I hope, is 


= 


Ae only thing I now deſire, or. that can 
Ah me to a little e Ake. MV 


. Health is not good; but, if I can 14 

France at peace, her ſoyereign ſatisfied, 
his ſubjects, eaſy after ſo many calamities, 
L ſhall. have lived long ehougli. Bs ſalut | 

Four grace with, ; U my heart , vou, l 
| Exer have one of the firſt places in the liſ 
2 oe: Teciteem, which is not a ver) 
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proves highly neceſſary for us, after the 


of the nation under 


A ws dear friend (for tine is is a much 
nobler name than my lady-coun- | 
teſs, And therefore I often make uſe of it) 
| 5 aſk me if 1 think ſtill of you. Why 
do not you afk if 1 Jetlive! ? Could 1 for- 
get your charms or 8 merit? At 
ength 1 ro we ſhall haye peace. It 
ind moſt ſhameful war that 
has beer 5 ſince the days of Phara- - 
mond. The glo 


Lewis XIV. has vaniſhed: like a dream, 


and on waking ſhe finds only a fad reality 


of ſhame. What a time! my fair coun- 5 


teſs: the king i is out of humor, and Tam . 
in tears, while the world believe us both 


but in modeſt and moderate hearts, whic 


' wiſh, hope, and aſk nothing 


Valcourt faid yeſterday laughing, 


half a dozen: eneral officers ſhould 1 53 
. ay of exa ple, aod 

that the Fug lift tac "ben we ' ſerves 5 

ee B's: LOR ZERO: "IM 5 


extremely fatisfied, Happineſs is to be e 
found neither in courts nor e 
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erer ſince they had. put an admiral to 
death. The king laughed none; but his 
© goodneſs of heart did not hinder him from 


ſaying, that ſuch reaſoning was not 


Wholly ridiculous. The En glih have 
done us much miſchief; Ee we. have 
3 them a good deal: ſe whether here 
be aay ground. of conſolatian ; „ for we 
3 e to take comfort Where we can. 


court ſaid alſo, that 1 85 ol 1 
for peace, we had nothing | 1 oh ite but to 
let the Engliſh take the reſt of colo- 


nies, withdraw our troops from 1 : 


ny, and make; a defenſive war upon our 
frontiers; While we ſhoyld. employ the 


2 | 5 reateſt part of our forces in making de- | 
10 


ents, harraſſing the enem angoyin 
his trade, &c. that ſo Frag 24 Th ola 


be fain to beg peace on their knees in leſs 
than two years, or to turn bankrupts to 
3 d. There is ſome ſhadow of rea- 
Joni in lch talk ; but we ſhould have ta- 
courle two Years. #895; it is oF | 


Rong with 5 1 frontier 
8 t perſons I have recommended to 

ſuſtain the honor of France, perſons who 
were fit for nothing, and yet alpired at 
every thing ; ; who knew. how to mak 


+ ah and cringes, and ran ac in. 


b 138 1 
to Germany to fight like women, and 
prove the deriſion of Europe. Theſe 
reffexions overwhelm me and the King too. 
Some body aſked the prince of Conti 
t' other day, how France had fo degenera- 
ted, and why no more Turennes, or 
; Villarſes, or Saxes were to be ſeen. I is, 
ſaid he, 'fince' our wives bave been too inti- 
mate with their. footmen, Alas! all is 
changed. Farewel, my ſweet countels; 

Hove NW n on 1 WN N 
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neus; but we are not the leſs af- 


fected by it. That of your laſt battle 
has completed our conſternation. Lou 
; have again diſappointed the king's expec- 


tations and mine, and we are all again in 


dejection. Numberleſs are the faults im- 
puted to you. in this affair, and we ad- 
mire in ſpite of our hearts the wiſdom of 


prince Ferdinand, who had promiſed to 


beat you, and bas kept his word. He 


muſt, ſay your enemies, have relied 


ſtrongſy upon fortune, or upom your in- 


capacity. As for your collegue, every 


body juſtifies and pities him. I believe 
them however in the wrong, who judge 


you fo ſeverely; and myſelf, ſtill more, 


ho expoſed you to it. Vet fear nothing, 


I ſhall take care of your intereſts, and 


' ſhall endeavour to make your peace with 


the king, who is reſolved to make his 
with his enemies. The old men who re- 


member the laſt years of Lewis XIV. 


compare the e time with them. We 


— 
* 
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\ 5 E are 8 10 receive bad 


have 


5 if 237 3 | 
hav loſt: all, battles without number, a 


million-of men, our colonies, our As : 


and our honor. We have no more either 8 
money or relources. -. The king talked. 


ſome time ago of putting bimſelf: at the 


head of his armies, to reanimate them Dy . 


his preſence. imagine that ſtep, would 


have been adviſable, but he was diſſuad- 


ed from it. In the name of God, mar- 


ſhal, if things are not yet quite hopeleſs,. / 
endeavor to retrieve them, and to put us: 
in condition of obtaining a more honora- 
ble peace. Above all, exert every effort 


to ſave Caſſel, which would make one 


equivalent in the treaty of peace; WhO 
is that brave Luckner, with whom TIT am_ 
deafened, and who has acquired fo much 
glory at our expence? It muſt be o.] ned 
that the Engliſh are too well ſerved. 

particularly hate and eſteem that marquis 
of Granby, who muſt at leaſt go halves 


in the glory of prince Ferdinand. I grant 


it is no eaſy matter to overcome ſuch men, 
and we dread every moment to learn ne- 
diſaſters, unleſs you give a turn to for- 
tune, which I wiſh wich all my heard, 
| VHS ng to oP „ | 
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DL of coder; if 50 POR that en- 
35 * to anſwer you. Let me firſt 5 
tell you that the king is fatisfied, and eſ- 
teems you. The od marſhal was too 
ſyſtematic; and ſyſtem-mongers rarel7 
ſucceed. Never as miniſter more unfor- 
tunate than he, except the Chamillard of 
the late king, who was made ſeeretary 
at war, becauſe 17 played well at billards. 
For my part, J verihy believe he had 
more reputation than merit. The point 
is therefore to do better, and to repair his” 
EF faults. You begin in very hard times; 
but your glory will de the greater, 15 
N you® triumph over hardſſiip, as [ hope. 
What paſſes among the Ruſſians is un- 
heard: what maſters! what ſubjects? 
the empreſs Elizabeth dies, her nephew 
ſucceeds her, his conſort ſupplants him; 
and all this in ſix months time. But then 3 
Fer 285 Was much 1 in — ons, © to 
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turn b Pues ſoldier, and to fall 6 out 8 
his wife. I do not think the new Czarina 
is to be truſted ot depended on, though- _ 
ſhe have taken for one of her 1 
pretexts the ſhameſul peace concluded” 


with the Pruſſian: be ſure ſhe hee il make 


no war upon him. BE | 
Oh horror! Raster Mer 81 "ry 
Nor muſt we hope much from he Spa 


niards: I believe them fincers, but they 
are inactive and irreſolute. As for Ger- 
many, all there is hopeleſs. Germany 1 


has ever been the grave of the French: in 


this war it has alſo been” thg grave of their 
glory. Thus the norable | bugbear of the 
famihy- compact terminates in nothing. The 
Engliſh were alarmed” at it: now 1 | 
laugh with like reaſon ar their own fears 
and our hopes. The ſafeſt therefore is to 
make peace: but the work will be difficult 
with an inſolent people, the natural enemy 
of mankind, and eſpecially of the French, _ 
My lord-duke, if your grace bring about 
this great affair, you will have the glory 
of ſaving your country. The bulinels is 
not to make a ſolid peace: that is impoſ- 
ſible. The Engliſh and French cannot 
long. emain friends: the mutual enmity. 
of the two nations, the rivalry of com-- 
ue and the 9 of intereſts and 
| A W 
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alliances, will ſoon Put arms, again into. 
their hands. On which account b.ima+ 
gine we muſt endeavor to preſerve forme 

_ ſettlements in Africa and the Indies; as 
the only means of repairing and augment- 
ing our marine, of ſaving our trade, of for- 
titying ourſelves every where, and of at- 
tacking the Engliſh with more ſucceſs and 
ſafety, when opportunity ſhall offer. The 
taking our merchantmen before the de- 
claration of war was an infamous action, 
which France will never forget until ſne 
have taken vengeance. How are the 
mig bty fallen! We give our enemies hair- 
dreſſers and wigmakers, ribbons and 
faſhions, and they ſhall. give us laws! I 
hope this will not laſt. Labor, my dear 
lord, to make peace on the moſt reaſona- 
ble conditions that may be; after which | 
e or ng Es 
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0 To the counteſsof B ASC ut, 1762. 

il | WANTED to write to you 3 momq- 
d 1 ning, and my pen began already her 
e courſe, when a woman whom yu WM 
N know, came and bluntly interrupted me. vu 
he Come, Madam, faid ſhe to me, leave : _ 
1e your letter and your compliments; We WM 
he. muſt take ſome diverſion. I followed her 

it. growling and away we went to take that i 


iame diverſion at the jolly dutcheſſes, who 
did every thing in the world to amuſe me, 
without being once able to ſucceed: I 
was too much out of humor. At length, 
however, entered a little angel, whom I 
could never tire of careſſing; and ho 
was the angel, but your daughter? Upori 1 
honor, the little dear is adorable: he. 8. 1 | 
has fine eyes, fine features; a winning = 
air in all ſhe fays or does; much wit, | 
ſweetneſs, modeſty, and good - nature: . 
happy will be the man who ſhall have her, 
if he be worthy of her and of you. Her 
company diſpelled my en and the 
head-ake, which was beginning to ſeize. 
Never yu ſo pretty a mouth ſay ſo 
Eg RIEL | RES 3 
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1 things as that lovely child's 


After abundance of play, and of yon 


ter, we returned hither. To continue 


my entertainment, I fat down immedi- 5 


ately to entertain you. 


Pray, do you know: char i obig 
fellow whoſe mouth runs from ear to ear 
He was yeſterday at the chapel- royal, faſt 
by the fair marchioneſs of Gondi. She 
had ſeen him two or three times with 
ladies of her acquaintance, and had per- 
haps ſpoke to him with civility. What 


does the wight of woeful figure but take 


: 5 into his head. that ſhe is diſtractedly in 
love with him? At chapel therefore he 


- perks without her | perceiving it, and 

knows not by what ſtratagem to force 
__ himſelf into notice. But at length love 
is ingenious: he gives her arm a rude 


puſn, and makes her drop her prayer- 


bock, in order io enjoy the ſatisfaction of 
picking it up, and kiſſing her hand. All 


ſucceeded to the kiſs, which ſhe had the 


addreſs to avoid. The lady, on her re- 
turn home, cauſed him to be told that 
His 3 had been grosſly indecent, 
_ that ſhe defired him never more to ſhow 
her his face, and that ſhe ſincerely wiſh- 
ed he might become as ſenſible as he was 
Ju; The . * was a thunder- 
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= | PR” to the poor.wrerchy, e = = 
„ mimſelf an Adonis. He ſickened upon 
e it: four phy ſicians lor hes been able to 
* keep the fever from his Fa and he lies 
at the point of death. If he do die, his 
ſtory will be one of the moſt tragic in the 
hiſtory of ſelf-loye., But alas! who, is 
without it? There are ten moments in 
the day, that I think myſelf ſtill very 
young and very hand ſome, to one that 
think no ſuch 1 Did the durcheſa ſee Li 
you as ſhe had ſaid ? She is one of the 
very few valuable women. She has much 
religion, wit, good-humor: Such 
are the perſons. 1 love, though i Se 8 
them hut afar. 

Wonders are related jet; e 9 
cheſs o ſhe is fit to be bound. Alas 
love, | tomelex love is the cauſe. - The - 
other day 'f ſhe was ſo pleaſed with her 
lover, that ſhe g gave him her picture ſet 
in diamonds, which ſhe had received the 
day before her huſband. But 1 
muſt tell you that the fellow loves play _ 
{till better than his miſtreſs. Having 
loſt deep, he makes no ſcruple to take the 
huſband aſide, * aſk of ou a hundred 
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piſtoles upon this trinket. 
dutcheſs maddens at this marks 
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es her: 


our miniſters theirs in building caſtles in 


the air. Phe inhabitants of Dunkirk are 
preparing to celebrate a jubilee. Almoſt 


a hundred years have they had the hap- 
pineſs of being French, and they are 


about to hail it with ſolemi{feſtivity : this 


. = 


will make the Engliſh me 


* 


my on part, I 'rejaice 10 bave ſuch a 


friend as you, to whom I can open my 


ſoul, and ſay every thing without fear or 
reſerve. Come, let me embrace you: 


£ $3 1 - * * >. F F = > 
but alas! my arms are too ſhort, :- 
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ttempt, and will needs renounee gallantry 

in good earneſt. Nobody believes her: 
meantime ſhe is a pitiable object! The 
| paſſions are very dangerous and very ri. 
diculous in certain characters. Happy) 
they ho love nothing! There is no news. 
We pas our time as uſual in laſſitude, and 
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France, and myſelf. with all the reſt: 


the prayers of the faithful avail much. We 
are about to labor a peace; but it is G“ 
alone who can beſtow it. It is a bleſſing, 
_ madam, Which you are worthy to aſk and 
to obtain. How happy are you to have 
quitted this low and wicked world! There 


are ſome fine ladies that envy me, and 


envy their liberty. Reaſon, years, the 
miſery of the times, contempt of the 
little vanities of courts, which are indeed 
pitiable when known, have caſt me into 
a melancholy that makes me diſreliſh- _ 
every thing. I deſired grandeur, and 
am glutted with it. Yet muſt I wear | + 
joy on my countenance, while I have . 
death at my beuct. What i is s the matter ET 
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- COMMEND to your prayers the king, | : - 


2 
* 1 1 
27 1 4* 
2 1 
2 i 2 oy 
<= uy 
ö F 
* 1 1 
3 ' 
4 7 2 
2 o 
oo 1 
r # 
* 1 
we 1 j 
l > 
_— - 
£5 1 { 
7 ' 
- 5 4 # 
4 8 8 N 1 
» ; [] 
' { 
2 0 
T5 ' 
4 i 
F N 
. 
1 
: 1 
—_ R 
- az 
' g 
7 J 
13 
5 » 1 
2 N 6 
j 
: 
2 
8 ' 
- 10 
1 
1 F:i 
: , oh 
4 e 
: 9 
2 : 5 
1 ts 5 
1 3. 
5 | > 
7 
4 4 , 
. # 1 
1 
— 14 
1 
2 1 
"3 ' 00 
1 jt 
E 1 1 
- 7 
[4 
3 
* 14 
5 1 
. : * 
& - | 1 
} : *. 
4 ; = 
' | 
= 4 'P 
+1 & TY 
23 
£3 =_ 
4 
, 
[ 0 
2 a} 
1 1 
» 1 
. | 
= 
= 
= 
5 : 
4 4 1 
: 
* 
0 


5 as + 
Je you a? ſaid a certain perſonage, you 


are not contented ? Sir, faid I, I am 


ready to cry, on finding myſelf for- 
ced to diſſemble. The king remembers 
ſtill that you were the ornament of his 


court; he regrets and admires you: he 


ſays you now ſerve a better maſter. Alas! 


I would fain ſerve that better maſter. I 


8 have an impreſſion that the liſtleſneſs, and 
languor which. overwhelm me are an in- 
vitation on his part: but I am weak, and 


continue to wear my chains. TI: falute 
you, madam, with all the reſpect and 
affection which your virtue claims, Love 


5 Pity. 8 and 110 fac my &c, 5 
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0 U hive: then ſeen the 5 ont and 
the new Romans, as they call them- 
ſelves :. it will take you ſome time to love 
them, King George received you well, 

the nobility. careſs yqu, and the mobility 
hiſs you: all that we had foreſeen. The 
point isto ſtick to the main chance. You 
muſt talk to the pilot and officers of the 
veſſel, and pay no regard to the crew 
murmuring in the hold. The ſtory of 
your Canterbyry-ſupper has op re us 
much merriment. It is but juſt; the 
peace is not made, and your hoſt treated 
you as an enemy. The Engliſn, you 
ſay, have generally diſapproved the con- 
duct of that honeſt entertainer. The 
reparation is generous and ſufficient; but 
I do not believe you will ever ſup with 
him again, We admire your diſpatches: 
the king is highly pleaſed. We are 
equally ready and willing to yield Canada 
to the Engliſh : much good do it them! 

But for the iſlands and Pondicherry, they. 
muſt be ſaved at any price, As for the 


"FS 3. - | - 


ourſelves to Ren, n . 
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ranſom of the priſenem and the Canada - 
bills, there will be no difficulty: it is 
but a merchant's draft, to be paid at 
fight. I beg you may not forget to pre- 
ſeat my reſpects to the great lady: the 
trifle I ſent her, is overpaid by her _a 


neſs in receiving it: we er Se 


ah am, te. 
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Fo the counteſ of Ba SCH, 1764. 
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H A T fay you to the hb. - 
Is not he a pleaſant perſonage 
to come. pa. plague us with his bull and 
his brangles with the parliament, while 


we are in mortal anxieties about the ſuc- 5 


ceſs of the war, or the negotiations 9 


peace? It is juſt as if one called out a 9 


man to part children lighting i in the ſtreet, 
while his houſe is on fire, + 

I am much provoked, madam: What 
charms do yon mean? 1 thought at firſt 
it was ſomebody looking at you that had 
ſtolen in the phraſe on your -accqunt.. 
Alas! my charms are: gone before me. 

Let me beg of vou for the future, to put 
what kindneſs you pleaſe into your: letters, 

but no ſort of compliment. 

There is good news from London. The: 
duke ſends us word that the Engliſh: know 
how to make war, but that they know . 
not how to make peace. However, ſome | 


— 


of Puri, 


2 * r : 8 5 > f i 
o Bo es, S . 8 8 ; 
2 4 8 7 2 * wx £ Fon . 63 
2 * * SE, * & r 8 * — : » 1 b 
W 3 — ; „ X , J 
N N. o * 8 F N. of SIX — - * 
r WIR." . : : "Toh r . G R , 
J £ \ . e * 1 8 ; 7 N 4 
> ; +. 4 PM. Lv 
h * . 0 8 8 N £ i 
* « 8. 5 ds, * 1 4 
4 t R 
x * 33 * _— ö 
o "WF; A 2 * 
7 > $2 
4 . 8; : 
- ; F 
8 * 5 
. 


made me laugh, and flattered my vanity” 


E: they return us 


Ng ſacrifices unt b nai 


- - _ our ſugar and p99 Gi but we muſt ed, 
| BE them up our -muffs, and all the belie 
mos of Canada. Much good may they man 

do them! The loſs is not great, except of m 
ttiat of honor, which makes our blood tard, 
run cold. Our friends have ſerved, us. frien 
well.” \ * love 
N muſt, my e tell you $a. my 1 
ſtory. "The ambaſfſador * whom yo if yo 
know, came this morning to pay me a fair 
viſit, and after the firſt compliments he me a 


cries out: Indeed, madam, you have fine 
eyes! I turned towards him, and aſked. 
him gravely if he ſpoke to me, Ah! to 
_ whom elſe ſhould I be ſpeaking ? ſaid he: 
it is not ſurely to my wife. This ſpeech 


ſo much, that I dreſt myſelf forthwith in 
roſe- color like a little girl. But unfortu- 
nately paſſing before a looking glaſs; I 
rencountered a meagre phyz of forty. I 
aſked who that woman was: on being 
told it was myſelf, 1 threw off my roſe- 
colored gown. But talk we ſeriouſly, 
my fair counteſs; I love you with a ten- 


. dernels at which 1 am ſometimes ſurpriſ- 
| K | : 8 8 57 22 el, 
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Tue duke of Bedford. 
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4 aa: of which I ſhould: never ns 1 
believed myſelf ſuſceptible for any wo-. 
man. Be aſſured it is the greateſt pleaſure 
of my life: Dolce vita amoroſa - per che ft 
tardi nel mio cor veniti? It is of my 
friendſhip for you however that I ſpeak: 
love deſerves neither my encomiums not 
my regrets. Take care of your health, 
if you haye any regard for mine. The 
fair inſenſible ſalutes you, and has given 
me a a Kiſs for you, &c. 
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LETTER Lav. 


. Se wee ve. 


» 


"MUST ever. thank you, 


! many gloomy and jealons, 
vou more amiable. 


1762. 


my lord- 
1 duke: you ſend us none but good tid- 
. ings, and your letters themſelves are 
charming. Politics, which render fo 
do but render 
Methinks I ſee the 


_  London-rabble, with unmeaning face, 


gaze on you as on the rhinoceros, and 


then make faces at you. 


As for the high- 


er people, you muſt, you ſay, ſpeak well 


olf them; nor do I doubt it. 


I have 


known perſons of that country, who for 


ent could have ſet us leſſons. 


breeding, magnificence and 
You: 


have the modeſty to fay that it is to your 


public charaQter the reception is given. 


Not at all; 


you force me to tell you. 


I dare ſay it is to yourſelf. 
Your merit is ſeen and honored; and this 
You have been 


then on the royal exchange, and were 

*  hooted. But why went you thither? 1 
would as ſoon go and expoſe myſelf in the 
black foreſt. The Engliſh populace is 
neither poliſhed nor amiable," yet " 
: 2. 


all the better. There are who-think that Wi 


articles, as the New-foundland-fiſhery, 
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if that people; ſhould ever become either, 
it would be no longer formidable, 
As to the object of your miſſion, ftrive, 

my lord, on your part, to ſoften certain 


which France cannot accept upon ſo 
ſhameful terms. We always rely on your 
wiſdom and ingenuity, My. de Choileuil 


does his beſt to. ſecond you here. Culti- 


vate our friends: I deſire 2 77 may pr — 
ſent them with my reſpect TC. 


- 


[ ſervice, 


£ ww 


Four negotiation, It goe 
and could not be in better hands. It was 
the opinion of the old marſhal de Belliſle 
that there was no country in the world, 
where it was eaſier to ſow diſſenſion than 
in England: there muſt always be two | 
parties; gain either, and you do Jour 8 
buſineſs, while they are Siva the bu 
of each other. He would alſo ſometimes _ 
_. merrily Gay that, were he moneyed enough * | 
and mad enough to purchaſe the crown _ 
of England, nothing would be eaſter than 


"LE T5 37 E R xx. 
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1 duke, for your attention and punctua- 
lty in imparting to me the progreſs "of © 


to find auctioniers. After all, the Eng- 


liſh are good people: they are actually 
reaſonable and ſincere in their proceed- 
ings. The ſole obſtacle to the peace laſt 
year was the old fox Pitt: he was ſenſi- 


ble of its neceſſity; but would have no 


hand in it, for fear of a ms: favor £ 
5 25 wich 


* 2 7 


s on rapidly, 5 
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with. the populace, to whom he well 


judged it would be odious, and in order 


that he might diſtreſs his ſovereign, when-. 
ever he fnould think fit. That man is 


queſtionleſs a very able miniſter; but he 
behaved” not to us like a gentleman laſt. - 


year; nor do I know whether he behaves 
like an honeſt man to his own. nation. 


His party is ſtrong, and it is impoſſible 
to bribe ſo numerous a body: in ſuch 


caſe, we muſt ſtrengthen ourſelves ano- 


ther Wa7. 

It is certain, my Jock cle, that you 
proceed with infinite addreſs: this is an 
encomium you always merit. Vou will 


ſhortly have the glory of concluding the 


moſt neceſſary peace that ever was, and 


of laying an endleſs obligation upon * > 


king and country. 


Is it true that there are many French 


priſoners in England, who have married 


there, and ſet up manufactures of cam- - 


bric and lawn? Inquire into this, if 


you pleaſe; and ſee whether it might be I 


poſſible to prevent the loſs of ſo many 
ſubjects to the king, and of ſo i een 
a branch of trade. 

To conclude, I wiſh you may paſs 


your time as agreeably at London as the 


duke or W does his at Paris: he 
takes 
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. FRE wg and appears very gay. ui 
com miſſion is not very troubleſome :. he 
has but to ſay yes or no to what is pro- 
poſed to him; Which leaves him abundant 
leiſure for entertainments. The-Engliſh, 
cannot laugh at home; they muſt come 


to France for that purpoſe. As for you, 


my lord-duke, you have ſurely no time 
to unbend: buſineſs muſt entirely engroſs 
Jou: thoſe ſacred cares which. concern 
one's country, are the pleaſures of exalted 
ſouls. I falute you with all my heart: I. 
hope you will think of the little purchaſes 
you know of, and that you will preſent 
N compliments | to all our 4005 Y 
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Ire is a UN ſince I wrote to 
my ſweet friend, that is to ſay, it is a 
fortnight ſinee I had any pleaſure : for at 
preſent I ſcarce know other than that of 
reading your letters and anſwering them. 
Take always good care of your health, _ 
. of your fine face, which 1 kiſs ten Wo 
der,. Es 
We have had here old king Staniſlaus: * 
he is ever chearful, though ever dev ut. 
His worthy daughter imitates him only in | 
the latter: ſhe is a faint whoſe very pre- - * 
ſence renders en finners more mi- 3 
ſerable. -M 
| | Staniſlaus; is fond of the - ellis * 
take the care of his conſcience and of his 
revenues: ſo both are in good bands 
Yet through regard to his rank, his age 
and his virtues, the proſeription 'of thoſe 
honeſt brethren will not extend to Lor 
rain, That good prince would die of © 
vexation; and it is defirable that he ſtill | 
ſhould live for a pattern to kings, and the 
benefit of his Pe A * alten 


ing 


— 


uſed to ride throu 


X in 1. 


ing at onceand natural is the affection a 
: e years ago he 


Lorrains bear him. 
gh the whole country in 


a calaſh. He was attended but by a in- 
gle page in thoſe tours, and amuſed himſelf 
by {moaking a pipe in the Turkiſh. man- * 


ner no leſs than fix feet long. On its be- 


ing repreſented to him one day that he : 
thus expoſed his ſacred 


have I to fear, ſaid he, am I not in the 
midſt of mychildren? In my judgment, a 


him they 
nes has gained him the ſurname of bene · 
cent; which is, to my taſte, the greateſt 


ſublime expreſſion, 
ought well to ponder. 


be wiſned that they taſted like him the 
happineſs of being beloved, and that like 
deſerved to be ſo. His good - 


| moſt glorious of titles for a king. 


e The letters he wrote to the belligerant 


Dow in tender of his mediation, have 
not been approved of here. 


perſon ; Ab! what 


which — . 
Much were it to 


0 Had he not 
been ſo old, he would have well foreſeen 
that it would be diſregarded. A media- 
tor ought to be perfecily neuter : but we 
| father-in-law is not deemed to be ſo in 
queſtion between his ſon-in-law and his 
enemies. Yet this irregular ſtep does him 
honor in the main: he took it through 
| pure love of humble 8 ; which 
| 1 re 


C 
5 proves the ceaſeleſs pare” of the ambition 
_ of princes. WS WA ENT OT: 
, OE Lou ſee, my dean | that Lever 66 


lapſe into morality. It is a ſubject I love, 


% 


| and which ſuits me for many reaſons : $ 
| you will -tafte them yourſelf one ye as 
|  Ergngly nenn ge is» 
7 The peace is almoſt concluded, and 
we rejoice at it like gameſters, who after 
| | loſing almoſt their all, make ſhift to ſave 
Ge pieces which may enable them to f 
| try their fortune another time. Farewel, 
my charming counteſs, rejoice alſo with [ 
us, and love me 
: He 
A 5 
K | | 
5 | : 1 
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tience to ſee her out. What a ſlut that 
and cant to conſent at laſt! I fear poor 


merit. He has ſo ſingular notions, he 
Vrites in ſo odd and arrogant a manner, 


8 piece: for wiſdom is ſimple, ſmooth, 


and polite, Some time ago ha- 


TO. 7.99 ONE Fr at that he was poor, I wanted to 
ſend him a trifle. But I was appriſed that, 
in order to perform this good work, 1 
muſt uſe ſome artifice to elude his delica- ö 
cy, or his pride, as you pleaſe to call it. 
I ſent therefore a perſon who carried him 
ſome muſic to copy. He executed the 


err aun. 1 


of the new Eliſa: but T had not pa. 
Julia d Etanges! What argumentation 0 


Rouſſeau is a little crackt in ſpite of all his 


that I have no good opinion of his head- 


wild and ſocial, The man's madneſs is 
0 A irat on from his behavior _— 
his writings. He 
| eh pains to be whimſical, mo- 
ER others to be entertaining, 


— 


taſk, for which I had not the ſmalleſt oo- 


caſion; and a hundred louis were told 
him down for his pains. Ny, no- it is 


too much, ſaid the hangman, I mut have 
but twelve Ifores, Taking therefore 
twelve livres, he left the reft, and ſhut - 
himſelf up immediately in his cavern, in- 


order to hug and admire himſelf. Tou 


will own to me, my dear, that this is an 


original of a new ſpecies. The ancient 
_ cynics deſpiſed every thing, gold, table, 


pleaſures, and kings, in order to yalue 
only themſelves. Poor Rouſſeau is not 
unhke thoſe philoſophers, and is but the 
more to be pitied. The cynics were ho- 
nored with numerous admirers, and had _. 
ſometimes the ſatisfaction of ws | 


| kings who were kind enough to come ane 
ſee them. But thoſe days are no more, 
and I do not believe that ever 1 James he, 


will have the pleaſure of ſaying to Lewis 


XV. Get away from between me and the 
ſun, Yet J admire his eloquence and his 


ſtrength of ſtile. I have done good to 
perſons of much leſs value than he, and 
gladly would have obliged him, if he had 


ſo choſen. After all, the man is not an 


author for me: he is too gloomy, ever - 
growling, ſnapping, wrangling; and 
that does not pleaſe me. I am for a phi- 

loſophy 


t 16. * Wy, 


benin amiable, gentle, touching, with 7 
out wire-drawnquibblings, lawyers argu- 
mentations, and above all without ill- 


humor. Are not you of my taſte ? 
Show this letter to nobody: 


and judge the books for ourſelves, with- 


out arrogance or affectation. Here i is a 
but I had no- 
ting to tell you, and I love to write to 


long letter about nothing; 


. you. I couſd tell you that we are going 


do have peace, that this peace will be an 
that the count is ever 


humbling one; 
pleaſing to che king, and that I love you 


with my whole heart: but all this you 
know. Farewel, my friend, remember 
goddeſs, who is no longer 


always the fair 


let us read 


— — 


either goddeſs or fair, and who cares age 


| much about the matter. - 
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x 10 ov ir La always king t to "bane 
1 poor M.“ I ſuffer him, but am 


ſometimes: © My poor friend, you ought 
<a conſider what you were, rather than 


and I have been diſappointed... You 


mw ICE 8 


owns me in the right, thanks me, and 
goes directly to have himſelf dubbed my. 
lord by 8 ſuch fellows. As 2 
deſpair of mending him, I have reſolved. - 
to let hitn incur the hatred and contempt. 


of thoſe who have the misfortune to 970 
POR him, ME; he 1 1 W 55 
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not obliged to eſteem him! I tell him 


* what you are; I was in hopes that va- 
© nity, would make you a gentleman, 


« aſſume airs of a man of faſhion, ca 
e are inſupportable in thoſe that are born 
| men of faſhion, but ridiculous in 4 
3 e man like you,” Well, he hears all this, 
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too ſometimes call him my lord, and he 


ſees not that I mock him. But leave we 5 
the poor fellow, and let us talk of you, 


my dear. You are good; unaffected, 
decent; you know the world, which ef 


teems you; every body honors you, loyes 
you, courts you. Continue to make 
yourſelf eſteemed: it is the only ſolid 
pleaſure of life, and I ſhall ſtrive to ſhare * | 
it with you. I fancy to myſelf that the 
great qualities of the perſons I love ate 
alſo mine: ſuch is the delicacy of hearts 


which feel a mutual fondneſs like ours. 


What ſhall I tell you about the 
{received him 
as an angel of peace: but that angel 
old and unamiable. He paid me a viſit in 
form, and I reeeived him withont cere- 
mony. He talks pretty well, but reafons 
y badly; and appears to me to have 
no clear head: fo is he the beſt ambaſſa- 
dor that could have been ſent us. The 
firſt quality of a public miniſter'is that of 
lying well for the good of his country. 
The duke lies like the reſt, but he has: 


duke of B We 


- 
— 


not the art of lying well. They ſay alſo 


* 


2 


that he loves the piſtoles of Spain, and has 
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no averſion to the loyis-dots of 8 
and that he holds it an inviolable rule, 
firſt to conſult his own-intereſt, and then 
that of others. I wiſh it were true, but 1 
do not believe it: he is rich enough to be 
2 of temptation, Our miniſters have 
daily 


onen with him: he talked at 
firſt very big. As this was expected, it 
did not terrify.. In five or fix hours time 


all his ſecreis were ſmoaked, what he 


meant to tell, and what he meant not to 


tell, without his excellency's ſuſpecting 
aught of the matter: ſo that it is now as 


well known what the conditions of peace 
will be, as if it were already concluded 
with the king of Great- Britain, France, 


and Ireland. But now we twang thoſe 


fine titles of good king George, theduke 


of Burgundy having ſeen them in a bock, 


aſked his governor yeſterday, whether 


there were 190 kings of France, and be. 
ther his grandpapa had a.callegue. ' He was 


anſwered that his grandpapa was really 


king of France, but there was another 
_ perſon who pretended to be fo. 


The lit- 
tle prince burſt out a laughing, and 
5 that other muſt be a vey cdd 


"Iu doubtleſs know that poor Lally is 
lately arreſted : he is accuſed of extorti - 
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deſerved it; I am very un fortunate too, 


| health growing daily worſe, the wrinkles | 
which I begin to perceive upon my face, 
and which others have percei ived before 


pitiable, fince I have a friend, to whom. 
I can open my ſoul, who ſincerely pities 


me, a dozen years ago, that I ſhould! 


wel, my deareſt; I am wa to N 


1 106 * 


on, embezzlement, and all manner of | 
_ crimes, excepting. only cowardice, He 
is about to be ſerved with his impeach-, 


ment: I pity all the unfortunate : yet 1 9 
juſtice requires his ſuffering, if he has 20 


though in another way. The public mi- 


ſery laid to my charge, the hatred of my 
enemies, wearineſs of the court, a bad 


me; every thing in a word conduces to 
render my ſituation as diſmal as others be- 
lieve it pleaſing. Yet am I not wholly 


and conſoles me. Who would have told 


ſtand in need of conlolations ? Fare- 


and think of you" "A 
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955 7 Har you write to me on the ſib- 
ng ; of the preſent *negotiation 
* with Raad: is perhaps but too true. Se 
1 is almoſt as much burdened as we; ſhe 
8 has an enormous and alarming debt; her 8 
N wealth is but paper, and what ſupports | 


re her is ſolely her credit, which begins 
to il however to ſink. Perhaps, if the war 
continued but one other year, the Engliſn 
would be driven to bankruptcy, or to re- 
duce the intereſt of their funds; which 
were to them equally fatal, and we ſhould 
be amply avenged. All theſe reaſons I 
comptehend; I approve them, and am 
obliged to you for them. But the king is 
weary of the war; he is maſter, and 
muſt be obeyed. Nevertheleſs, dear mar- 
ſhal, continue me your hints; the ſingu- 
Jarity of my ſituation renders them neceſ⸗- 
ſary for me, and the ſuperiority of your 
lights make me value mp as pile, ae: as 
T. WU they deſerve. 5 
9 But Why will you” not come to court? 
1 your would there find ſincere friends, 
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whom you might be uſeful, and who in 
their turn would be happy to ſerve you. 
Conſider beſides, that it is very inconve- 
nient to have no other way of conferring 
but by letter: I do not tell you the half 
of what I ſhould by word of mouth, and 
you cannot write to me half the things you 
Could ſay, and which [have need to know. 
But you love your repoſe and your liberty: 
alas! wg much in the right, I envy 
you. Your fon will be a gentleman wor- 
thy of you: but he is not yet fo much a 
philoſopher as his father: for he loves the 
world, like all young folks who know it 
not; and he will make his way. Your 
excellency may be aſſured that there is a 
certain perſon who will lend him every 
hand, and who has already done a ſmall 
matter for him, till ſomewhat better 
oO OW, On Lg. 
But to return to the Engliſh, do 
not you think it very hard to pay the 
ſubſiſtence of the priſoners they made 
from us? On this ſubject occurs a com- 
pariſon, which to me ſeems a juſt one. 
Suppoſing a man ſhould go and kidnap 
in the ſtreet the children of his neighbor, 

| ſhall he therefore have a right to keep 
them ſeven years, and then inſiſt that the 
neighbor ſhall pay their board, woe 
„ : they 


of the queſtion: force has carried off e 


| E 169 1 N + 
theyare reſtored to him? Is not this à du 
ble injuſtice? But unfoxtunately jtiſtice is out 


king's children, 'and'force exacts payment 
of their ans pence God be. praifed fot 
every thing! but things go ſhockingly in 
oy world, "is faid the e Fog N 
. eben We wh 

you fend re little Harriet? I fadly —.— to 


ke her, though every time ſhe 5 my 
grief by recalling to my mind my dear 


Alexandrina, who had like her a 


heart and fine face. Alas! death merdi- 


leſly ſnatehed her from me, when I was 
upon the point of marying her, and that 
in twenty-four hours time. How I do 
hate that death, not ſo much on my own 
account, as that of the perſons I love, 
whom he plucks out of my arms! Could 


IJ write verſes, like Voltaire, what a fatire 


I ſhould make upon mh but pn: 1 
know it, in vain. | 
I beg you will examine Dubrer s me- 
morial: I have but haſtily glanced it for 
want of time; but I believe there is ſome- 
thing in it. I ſhould be overjoyed that 
his proj ject proved ſalutary and practica- 
ble in the beginning of the peace. France 


needs a good regimen to recover. She 
Vor- II. 8 is 


f isa patient grting 0 out of. a dangera 
temper, | and:wha cannot be. too guarded 
againſt a relapſe. There are numbers of 
Phyſicians daily addreſſing to the mini- 

try medicines, whieh they pronounce ex- 
eellent and infallible: : but we dread quacks 


are ſo well acquainted with the diſorder of 
the ſtate, ſupply. us with good and ſafe 
remedies; or at leaſt aſſiſt us to reject 
the bad wy to know them. 1 expect a 
letter, and will have a very long one at 
once for my inſtruction. Fare wel, 
Jord; be perſuaded that no one holds you 
in bigher eſteem than doeny FAR. humble 
ſervaut. . 36 fog ot; tran 


and empiricks. Do you, my lord, who | 
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| . laſt, aſfer * maths conferences, 
compliments and patience, the pre- 


e of peace are en > -@t- 
which every body re) for the war 


was a horrible burden. . DPke king was 


returning from the chace, hen they 


were preſented to him. He ſigned them 


oots, declaring that he-never had 
ſigned any thing wirt more Denen 1 


belieye however that the peace of 1735, 
by, which he | 


got Lorrain. Was ſtill more 
pleaſing to 99 but this perhaps his ma- 
jeſty does not now remember. His good- 


nature ſtands here confeſtz and — love 
for his ſabjects for he finds. no other 


advantage in the peace than that, of re- 
eving his people; but this to a good 


king is a e deal, Do not you admire 
the ſingu 


goformity between the for- 
tune © hs excellent prince and that of 


Lewis XIV. Both had been proſperous, j 


feared and reſpected gd all: 9 Rove: N | 


tle 2 We 15 ga- 
mo * 


od” 1 e deplor 


de 


2 


Tm Jl 


| lte loſs, and diſtreſs, What: days alas! 


Could 1 ever have thought to live 


enough tee Fru, Ihe wall Beloved a 


compaſſionable object, to whom an ar- 


rogarit victor vbuckſafes the favour of 


peace? A ſoldier who ſerved in the laſt, 


war under marſhal Saxe, made anſy 

one da/ rfomefoteigners wh aſſred him 

his eduntry z, J dude The-bowour 10 be 
Frenthmun. Wo would dare to ſhy" 
much at this day? Meantime all are in 
high glee about eſs prelimmaries: al 


are embracing, cafefling, congratulating. 


I wiſh/joy may not make us äs mad, as 

: Jed nade us miſerable," 1 oſt 
* Yeſterday the Imile toxrchicnsf” wherh 
you know,” ran up do me breathleſs, ſw ent- 
ing, palpitating. Is it ttue, madam, 
faid ſhe to me, that the peace is made? 
No madam, aid I to her; but it will be 
mate. Ah! When, madam, replied ſhe, 
for God's ſake when willit be made? 1 
aſkedher what intereſt ſo touching ſhe took 
in the peace. She began to biuſh and 
play the child. At lengir J urged her, 


and difcovered' that there was dn amiable 


man in the army, whom ſhe vwiſhedvety 
| "well; and that me heartily Rated war e 

Joved peace, vpon his accoubt.” Ther 
Fr ae a anc. -! 8 08 


1 Morrow 


. 4 a 
To morrow f 0 ito. Belle-uue, where 7 
malt hype for" the Peachre of "ſeeing.y 

Alone alt be in TIN midſt 55 Fe 
erqyd, and ſhalt ſee none but you,” h 
are more tome "than alf beſides. T deſre 
you will} de er me ts hundred louis t to 


the fittle La th * oo thar Leg 
er, oe he Wior and er wit; n 

1 cke ts meld, „hte (fee 

continnes | ard it. But he. maſt 


we both er the, appedrabice of vanity. 4 
I am well, and my brother; and yu 
too, I hope. Farewel: I have not a long 
time been in ſo good humor as at pre- 
ſent, by reaſon ef this peace which muſt 
rejoice every body, and becauſe I expect 
ſbortly to embrace you, 

If you ſee that great hog of Na— buf- 
fer him well for me. I underſtand he has 
been wondrous gay in a certain place: E 
ſhould, be glad to know whether a loyal 
knight ought to riot in the abfence of his 
dame. Oh horrid! To eat a burning 
amulet from; a poor girl's bare backſide. 
The adventare has tranſpired in ſpite of all 
his cunning, and is generally allowed to 
be a very paltry and cruel prank. We 
know even his accomplice. They have, it 
is * 1 the girl fifty louis: that is: 

5 n 


bac wk Sch | he m unde 
It muſt be oY aug The world is lc 
| times very mad and miſchievous,  Wo- 
men themſelves will alſo begin to exhibit. 
=_ Some. ladies have been named to me, re- 
1 turning from the f ce laſt LICE | 
at an inn to refreſh. the! 
ting down to drink, 
ſes and panes. in. Jolly Aae « 535 
rtromps of men. What women! Fare- 
well, once more. Do not you k 
haye done? 
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X, Y plate in toi you! has been 
very ſhort, my dear counteſs: 1 

now no other Way of ger it and of 

confoling myſelf, than that of writing to 


you. You know that we were as much 


tranſported at the concluſion. of the pre- 


— 


liminaries, as à poor dying patient, ie 
whom the phyſician, announges recovery. 
But very different news is the followit 
The Engliſh, that is to fy, the merchants 
and low peopl&, are ſpouting fire and fury; 
they talk of hanging the miniſter who 
ſhall dare to make peace,. the miniſter 


who ſhall negotiate. It, and the miniſter 


who ſhall approve it. 'Fhe poor duke of 
Bis a pitiable object, 4 trembles 


at the very idea of the reception he muſt 
meet at his return. But, ſay. you, has not 


the king of England power to put an end 
to the war, and to make peace, hen he 
thinks fit? By your leave, madam, he 
has the Power, For what then. | 
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+ ne $0 tremble? Madam, you are 


egregiouſly . Phe een do %u Not 


know that in 


eight hundred other kings WhO aſſemble 


1 


in parliament, and ſeven or eiglit millions 


who. inbabit the cities and couhtry 
When the king of St. 'James's does any 
thing that diſp caſes, the other ſoyereigns, 


they begin with murmuring, ſeribbling. 5 


caballing; then they hang his miniſters, 
and cut off his own. g's or ſend him a 
e 1 155 the The ſame man 

bj tis a ind. [7 Jay. for a. Hara 
09 Fils. war upon 1575 lor marrow 
refuſed a ſecond ; prateſting always - > Te 
he has no object. but the public good. 


You ſee therefore, madam, that i it is not 


85 eaſy to conclude war as to comtnencę 
it in that country: of. liberty. and ſpleen. 


; Yet T think. the work is too far advanced ö 


to break off; we have many friends at 
the court of London and in parliament; 
my. muſt finiſh; what is ſo heppily be⸗ 
gun, I write therefore to the fair lady, 
WI 0 is fo deſirous of peace, not to 1 
courage, but to hope the beſt. 


Yeſterday was hunted down the fineſt 


ſtag of the park of Fontainbleau- 


Knight came, and on his knees preſence 


be 


7 1 


ngland there i is one king 
who ſojourns at St. James's, ſeven or 
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A; to recommeng the marquis: : 
y <lteems him. I never knew a clear 
er head, or one more adapted to bufineſs. 
But mut not forget to tell you that T = 
liketo have broke my G6 . The po 
was to paſs through a door: a lady Fs 
have me to go firſt, and I would by no 
means, Stepping back in the midit of 
this noble diſpute, what does my foot but 
2 e in * gown ; and I, but fall on 
y face? It has coſt me however only a 
Tirtle bump, which is a glorious mark of 
my good breeding. 

Here will quickly be played AEſep at 
court: will not you come thither ? we 
have 1 in this court abundance of men that 

are indeed ugly as Eſop, but very few _ 
a wiſe. I ſhould be glad this could 
mend them, or at leaſt k. them more 
modeſt. The queen mentioned you yeſ- 
terday, and inquired how you did : ſhe 
has great eſteem and friendſhip for every 
one of yo. ſtamp. This e princ 


ee hats. os hat we» 


"OP bid vv OS TD 
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great qualities, a good heart, and per- 


is ianeendle wen; 


by that Jewiſh king who was'(o — 
women':' ſhe ſuftains/her age, her warn 
mities, her ſorrou s for ſome: the. has): 
with a courage which fills me wi Admi- 
ration and aſtoniſhment, Her example 
exhibits the beauty af ' holineſs. , The. 
king ves always with her, as an honeſt; 
mau lives with ihe wife he) values: i 
ly touched with her virtue, und hh ; 
Here hat, id Aae e dec! e 


cerely regret her, Shall tell yu more 


over What you know, that the daupfin 
does · not love me Heyeſterduy gave 
me a new proof. He was paſſiug inzhe? 
gallery, and we met face to face near the 
door. I dropt him a profound courtſey, 
but he turned away his head with diſdain. 
His diſlike greatly grieves me, but ren-- 
ders me not unjuſt. That prince has 


haps too much is better than too little. 
The thing for which I moſt ad mire him, 
is his attachment to the king: he loves 
him tenderly, and is perhaps the only 


heir whopwould ſhed ſincere tears at the 


death of his father. T HOW: een are 
rare, nor the leſs beautiful. Gr tt 

I ſometimes examine my. Ee . 
and when I there find a ſincere and hang | 
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| ſmitten with a. tendency 1 a ne 

ſoell:eſteem. I know: that this does not 
1 and that virtue conſiſts of 
what more than ſentiment. Vet I 
uence of lovin 


gand longing, 
1 will come, Again 
d — fe x me. Pingel into morality ; 

never made I ſo many ion 
natural 


1125 ns: it is a 
age. ey tire you, 
paſs them: but love me ſtill. Farewel, 
my. deareſt ; embrace me firſt on one. 
Se, and "then on the other: good 
going to bed and to 
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pry AVE. mae your: grace 's, its 
which ſurpriſes! and N EN It is 


gy make 


leaſt: that they cruelly vex ol 
could with that certain prelates, 


of looking upon themſelves as Nen 
the church, and iſſuing mandates which 
the parliament burns and the nation de- 


ſpiſes, would on the contrary ſet us the 
example of. moderation, modeſty, and 


the love of peace. I am wi line: to be- 
lieve that your confeſſion tickets are ex- 


cellent things; but charity is a ſtill more 


excellent. I tell you here, in the bitter - 
neſs of my ſoul, that theſe quarrels grieve 


me, becauſe they grieve the beſt of 


and give ſcandal to the whole kingdom. : 


If T miſtake, however, I pray God to en- 
lighten me. But at the ſame time I was 


willing to come to a clearance once for all 
with you. As for your jeſuits you muſt 
give them up to the juſtice of the par- 


haments, A ͤ man W ho knows them well, 
1 old 
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1 told me yeſterday, that they never did one 

4 1 thing beſide bringing the bark from 

5 eru, e ſociety has been the 

i ſcourge of every. king and ate that have 

| granted them toleration. It were im- 
poſſible | for me to ſerve them : but even 
| gh T could I would not: 1 relt it you 15 


alainly. ' It appears thut they hav 

ved to be deſtroyed: in 1 caſe; 
tet them be ſo. I beſeech you ther +. 
my lord, talk no more to me ofthe mat- 
ter, and leave the king at reſt.  Remem- | 
ber you were a ſubject before you were a 
biſhop. © Yet you are my Paſtor Yang 
b: 1292 holy benedictien. 


1 this moment rebeive A huge 


packet of letters: biſhops beſeeching my 
unereſt in favor of the ſociety. I'thus 
perceive in the kingdom an almoſt gene-. 
ral combination of the clergy to ſave it, 
While almoſt all the laity unite to ſuppreſs) 

it, and with great reaſon! I am going to 


beg uo thoſe biſhops" to e ns and: 
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0 U 77 me, my lord- duke, abs 5 
I your complimepts. 1. LN : 
feed with your diſgrace,” and I mur- 
mured within myſelf to ſee a man of 
1 on ill terms with his prince, while 

many little low cringing fellows liſt 
aloft their heads, and fancy themſelves 
ſomething, becauſe they are ſuccesful. 
The king was much prepoſſeſſed, but at 


length he has opened his eyes to your 


merit, and the daſtard envy of your ene- 
mies. True it is that I dropt a hint upon 
the ſubje&, which has perhaps done it no 
harm: ſuch is your obligation to me, or 
rather mine to you: for my duty and my 
pleaſure are to ſerve oppreſſed merit. All 


the foreigners I ſee are inceſſantly extol- 


ling you, particularly the Spaniſh ambaſla- 
dor, who is a critic in men. I am very 
fo rt that your friend ſhould have quitted 
us to go to Denmark: ſome ground of 
diſcontent has been given him, and ſome 

inning of repentance has been made. 
What oat become then of France, if we 


guſt | 


= 


Ys +} 
only men who can adorn 
d her? Yet is there ſtill a remedy, 

tt : nor are we 


he is not too 
difinclined to give ins latisfaction, 
your grace, 


o return to 


I am overjoyed to ſee you * 1 


. us m favor; Honor, | 
ur that 
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C7 OU have done me pleaſure by 

communicating to me your reſo- 
lution with regard to going among the 
barbarians, You ſcorn, but politely, 
refuſe offers, that would have dazzled _ 
moſt others, Such conduct is noble and 


| generous; every body approves it. It 


is more glorious for a philoſopher to en- 
joy at peace, in the heart of his country 
and in mediocrity, the reputation he has 
acquired by his labors, than to go to 
ſeek elizwhere riches and honars; . which, 
after all, would not render him happier. 
| have read ſomewhat of your work upon 
written 
as it is ſtrong and rational. Thoſe 
folks have doubtleſs earned their dif- 
grace, and methinks they are ſtill treat- 
ed with indulgence. I am amazed 
that your friend Voltaire ſhould be 
ſilent about them; he who does fo fine 
things upon every occurrence. I re- 


peat 


one prai 
which deſerves to 
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THANK! you much for the! [hook 
1 you ſent, me; every thing in it is 
beautfod: deer 'thing true; and you are 
always the firſt man in the world for 
writing and for thinking. Tou have 
great reaſon to preacli toleration 3 "vat 1 
the ignorant cannot, aud the | 
will not underſtand ou. When the en- 
ecution of the unfortunate C 
mentioned to me, I thought at firſt the 
ſcene had palled Quang cannibals: but 1 
was told it had guſt happened among the 
ſavages of Toulouſe, in a city where the 
holy inquiſition has been founded; "and-I 
no longer wondered. I read ſome paſ- 
ſages of your work to the king, who was 
touched with them. He is firmly re- 
ſolved to avenge and reſtore the memory 
at leaſt of that venerable old man: for 
my part, I ſhould” not be forty —_— Ins 
judges were ſent to the 2 

good town of Toulouſe is fad to be . 
drous devout: God preſerve me from 
ever being devout i in ſuch manner! " 
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To return to you, my dear ſir; is it 
poſſible to write on with ſo much ſpirit 


at your age? Continue to finſtruct man- | 


kind: great is the need: as for me, 
ſhall not ceaſe to fead and to admire you. 


Somebody had the inſolence t 'other day : 


to addreſs to t injurious of : 
the king and to myſelf. Qne perſon wauſd 


iſt that it was; you who. bad wiitken 


them” 1 retorted that they could not be 


yours, becauſe they were bad ones, and 
becauſe I had never done you any harm 
vu nee What I think 0 ne 8 
genius and your juſtice. I will ingly Va | 

give my on enemies, ee 
h the enemies of e, 


1 ſhould 1 greatly gens, ie the author re; 


thoſe. ſame. verſes were to Tg, 


time at Bicetre, , to mourn his, lang, his = 
ſcalumnies and his poetry tegenes 


Is. it his that you have bees, dange 


.roully. ill, and received the, ſacrament 
with an exemplary devotion? The for- 


mer piece of news I learnt, with concern, 


the latter with ſatisfaction ; becauſe it con- 
firms me in the good opinion I ever en- 
-tertained of you on the ſoore of religion. 


Vet do what you will, you never, will 


ſhut the mouths of your deſpicable, but 
dangerous enemies. Mr. d Argouge : 
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„, the conſe of ref 50 ht 1. Ke 4 7 
SAW. yeſterday, lay fiir: eoutiieny 
"the exhibiricn of 1ctures at the Lou. : 
my "own: face iin 
ſeveral places; and yet it no where 
pleaſed me. Town, in all humility, that 


vre: where I found 


it was no fault of the painters: I came 
only too ſoon into the world. A face of 


forty differs widely from a face of eigh- 


teen ; and, whatever be one's fortitude, 


one thinks not of that without feeling. 1 7 


hold it a general maxim, that a fine wo- 

man fears death leſs than the loſs of her 

prime: whoever maintains the contrary is 
either a liar or a beaſt. 


But now II think of it, however © oddly; 
I have received the viſit of the little wife 
of the new financer. She exp reſſed a 


thouſand regards for me, in that 0 
kind and ſincere way, of which J am to 


Fond. The new miniſter plumes him- _ 
ſelf on being an honeſt man: alas! they 
are all ſo four and twenty hours. He has 

begun bis reform with the king's MR . 
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wh om he yeſterday! aſked how many ps 

he mi 8 in a ear. Why, aid” the 
king, Tam often on horſebagk; I fuppoſe 
T may wear a pair in three "days, har 
amounts in all to but 'abour ten a 
ſaid the controuler: behold the breeches: 
ſtated to your majeſty s account laſt year; 
only nine hundred pafr. The PO 
ceconomiſt went next to the mad 


France, and' pulling out of ape 


ſome pairs of ' white gloves, begged to 
know 1525 they R > hou] Thy ile 

very many, ſaid the princeſſes, . New | 
Al, | 15 lied the controvter; they” Kat 
me in but Twenty-f ence 4 pair; yours 


Rood you in fifty: Tſhall have the fionor 


to ſupply you for the future. Jou ſee, my 
dear, that the man begins well: but there 
are greater reforms to make than that of 


breeches or gloves. We want to — 
. OW : but the French have nothim 
lend, and foreigners will lend vel. 


Our credit is gone: we have now. neither 
mortgages, nor free ſunds for the ſecurits 
of the tenders. Laval was telling 3 


day that a Portugueſe general having occa- 


ſion for money, applied to ſome merchants 
who lent him two hundred thouſanti 
piſtoles on his beard. I do not know 


what value the Dutch, for inſtanee, may 


i 1 | ſet 


lule others alle 

'the, ſtate, like the rope whic 
05 wretch ehe lows; what think, vou? 
One thing, Italn is, 

. miſery. Heretofore 
but feared : now ſhe is hated and deſpif- 
ccd. Though women be in general very 
indifferent about public matters, I nei- 
ther can nor qught to be lb: for Which 
reaſon; wy letters have almoſt always a 


1 


ſet on the king 8 beard; bur, 1 *% 
MW 55 would : 50; lend pe PE oy 


that pledge... "There was a talk ſome 
1 ago of. 4 e farmers 5 
but they have pow ful Friends, who pre- 


tend that they are e pillars of the ſtate; 


45 that 15 ſupport | 
ſupports. a 


hat we are in ab 
France was hated, 


dull twang of politics, Which were into- 


| lerable to any other than yourſelf. 
I I muſt not forget to tell you that the | 
final) -pox has been raging here lame | 
time: it has killed twenty in a fortnig its 
and worſe than e fifty others. Be- 
Ware then of brix Ring at preſent” your 
! {ee ö 


pretty face 5 almoſt as lie 


ou dead as ugly. 'F embrace you, my 

tender friend: ſtrive to find ſome ſolace . 
for our ſeparation ; 41! and if any 19h 
iu, fail 555 to e . a 
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* the Jane... „ 
Ne gane at the news 7 am 5 1 


ing to tell you. A lifeguardman has 
been 1 covered wit 


blood and 


wounds 1 in his poſt. Hah! who put him 7 


in that pickle ? ſay you. Patience, ma- 
dam, and hear me, On being queſtioned 


about his aſſaſſins, he anſwers chat they _ 
were two ugly-looking fellows, who want- 
ed to force. their way into the king's 
apartment. 


This adventure appeared 
aſtoniſhing, and ſpread a general alarm. 
He was re-examined, and at length it was 
diſcovered from his anſwers, that his 
aſſaſſin was himſelf. You muſt now be 
made acquainted with the poor fellow's 
motives. He counted that by giving 
himſelf five or ſix ſlaſhes in no very dan- 


gerous parts, every body would conclude i 
that the king's life had been in imminent 


danger, and that conſequently his cou- 
rage and fidelity would be admired and 
rewarded. But he counted without his 
hoſt: this odd affair has been judged of 


ſo great importance by the ſhocking con- 
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ſee 


pretty face hither: 12 almoſt as lie 
ou dead as ugly. I embrace you, my 


_ tender friend: ſtrive to find ſome ſolace 
if any 4 do 


for our ſeparation; and 
Find, fail 595 to impatt it.  Farewel,, 
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* E wy Salts” at the news I am go 


ing to tell you. A lifeguardman has 


been found covered with blood and 


wounds 1 in his poſt. Hah who put him 


in that pickle? ſay you. Patience, ma- 


dam, and hear me. 'On being queſtioned 
about his aſſaſſins, he. anſwers that they 


were two ugly-looking fellows, who want- 


ed to force their way into the king's 
apartment. This adventure appeared 


aſtoniſhing, and ſpread a general alarm. 
He was re-examined, and at length it was 
diſcovered ' from his anſwers, that his 
aſſaſſin was himſelf. '' You muſt now be 
made acquainted with the poor fellow's' 
motives. He counted that by giving 
himſelf five or ſix {laſhes in no very dan- 
gerous parts, every body would conclude R 


that the king's life had been in imminent 
danger, and that conſequently his cou- 
rage and fidelity would be admired and 


rewarded. But he counted without his 
hoſt : this odd affair has been judged of 
ſo great importance by the ſhocking con- 
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n it might have had, that reward- 
end he:will be with death... All his fellow- 


ſoldiers are enraged at the infamy, For 


my part, I think the fellow was mad, and 


that it were perhaps cruel to hang a der. 
{on who ſhould be ſhut up in a cell. 


others HO. otherwiſe;, and they n mul uft 


It is a charming et you ſent me : 


T amuſe myſelf in filling it, though I have 5 


already but too many of thoſe magnifi- 
cent bawbles, that are ſubſervient only 
to vanity. T ſhall love it however, be- 
cauſe it comes from you. But talk I of 


loving ? it is your daughter I love more 


than your caſket: fine features, fine eyes, 


and the fineſt of all fine 


things, a fine heart, She has a croud of 


admirers, of whom ſhe appears to make 
no great. account: I value her the more; 


for it is as hard to pleaſe as to deſerve 


her, There is however one young man 


aich, amiable, and high- born, who might 
not be unſuitable. Nay, I do not think 


that ſhe eyes him with the ſame indiffer- 


ence as the reſt, for ſhe is always very . 


ſerious and reſeryed with him: and that 
| 8 is N 
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is a ſymptom of the amorous malady, fo _ 
far as I can remember. Could this matcly = 
become pleaſing to you, I have a ſtrong 
fancy that it were not hard to effect it. It 

is the rage of old women to be qnatch- 
makers, and you, fee by my humor that "> 
I am almoſt of the number. But for this 
Il am eaſily folaced, when I think of my «jj 
>: love for you; the ſolid pleaſure of friend. 
re ſhip more than compenſates the turbulent 

1 delights of the paſſions. Farewel, my 
dear, make my love due returns. 
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letter, I deſire, my deareſt friend, 


you may order the horſes to your coach, 


and drive to the marchioneſs of Laval's. 


Another purchaſe! ſhall I never tire of 
making purchaſes? Tell her then that I 
have her in my heart, and entreat her to 


think of what ſhe well knows, while yet 


there is opportunity. She will teil you 


what it is; but do not ſcold me, if you 


diſapprove the expence. The meagre. 
ambaſſador is going to leave us; and no- 
body, I imagine, will regret him, ex, 
cept his butcher and taylor: his parts are 
no more lovely than his perſon. The 
king will give him his picture: it is not 


yet known who ſhall ſucceed him. 
ls it true that the count goes to the 


waters of Plombieres? poor man! I pity. 
him, if he needs them; and ſtill more, 
if he does not. People reſort to thoſe 
places oftener for pleaſure than advan- 


tage. You know a certain Mr. de Riom: 


well, he has expended upon them fifty 
TRL CY thouſand 
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"HE moment you have read this 


All 


hei 


lutely neceſſary. | 
ill: it is hoped he will die; he lives too 
long for his poor family, and ſome honeſt 
folks. 


© and fine faces, e 
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thouſand crowns a year. This is a EY 
leſſon : but who is it that improves good 
leſſons? Do therefore your utmoſt to 
break off the expedition, if it is not abſo- 
The great ox is very 


Do you know that the jolly dut- 
cheſs is arrived, who roams over all Eu- 
rope alone like a trooper? ? Surely nature 


has made a miſtake in her formation: 
that woman muſt be a man. | 
day waited on the king, who aſked her 
the news of her travels, and whether Lon- 
don was more beautiful than Paris, Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, ** there: are no fine houſes at 
London; but a vaſt many fine ſtreets 
fpecially among the: 
She ſoon ſets out for Ger- 
many, which ſhe has already viſited twice, 


% women.” 


and promiſes us an account of her pere- 


grinations; which will without queſtion 
Jam obliged to conclude 
here. Give me one kiſs, and. I ey re- 
turn e dec. | 


be curious. 
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LETTER Lxxx. 
To the ſame, 


- 1 


14 M very angry with you, | Tlooked | 
for you this week: why have ou not 
come? Did you know but the * uor 
that devours my heart in this e - py 
paradiſe, as the ignorant call it, you would 
come and ſee me, if not out of inclinati- 
on, at leaſt out of charity. There is no 
man loveable but the king : all others 
move one's pity. As for the women, I 
ſhall ſay nothing of them: yet all the 


ors runs after them. Gallantry i is the 
of the French: other nations know 


oo love. But talking of love, I believe 
your daughter is caught: the poor little 
thing knows not what I mean ; ſhe is in- 


nocence itſelf, All at once is ſhe grown 


ſerious, ſolemn; and her eyes often look 
to have been weeping. Moreover, the 
youth I ſuſpect has merit, and is far from 


diſpleaſing me. I conſider your family 


as my own: allow then friendſhip a fine 
thing, ſince it puts, ſo to ſay, te ſame 
ſoul in two bodies. 


The 


reſpecting 


=. 1 3 
The poor city of Dunkirk has ſent de- 
puties hither, to make idle repreſentations 


the demolition of her harbor: 
the treaty of peace muſt be executed: 
what a pity! the Engliſh are already talk⸗ | 


ing of war: ſome fay it will recommence 


in fix. months; others in a twelye month. 


It is the way of that incongruous people: 


they lay a wager for an argument. But, 
mark. what dreadful news we learn from. 


the Engliſh papers. Tou muſt know. 


then, 0 that the emperor hates the 
French mortally; that he will have back 


Lorraine without returning what he re- 


ceived in its ſtead: he is alſo to conquer 


Alſace and the three biſhoprics, as an- 


cient domains of the empire. His army 
is already in the field: it lies about 
Treves, where doubtleſs it is fallen from 
the clouds ; and all this torrent is to burſt 
upon poor France in the ſpring. Such, 
madam, are the politics and prognoſties 
the Engliſh write and believe; and then 
they claim the denomination of ien - 
and rational beings, 

In ſpite of all their ſagacity and reaſon, 


it looks as if they will have enough ado to 


eſtabliſh themſelves in Canada; the ſava- 


ges ſtill love the French, and do their 


new maſters all the miſchief they can. I 
K 5 | do 


{pi 200 ä 
= do'not believe there is a nation upon the 
aarth that ſo happily poſſeſſes the art of 
= getting itſelf hated as the Engliſh. - 
much the better; they would be too dan- 
gerous, were they alſo amiable. 
I have almoſt a mind to beat up your 
quarters one of theſe days; but do not 
expect me, for then were it no ſurpriſe. 4 
Oh! heavens! what fine weather ! But f 
why are younot here to make me N —— 
{till finer ? Farewel, ; 
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LETTER IXXXL | 


1 the je ſame. 15 


1 
* 


rO U R reflexions upon tiendlip 
are excellent, and would deſerve to 
be printed for your own honor and the 


edification of others. The men pro- 
nounce it impoſſible for women to love 
each other ſincerely. Your example ſuf- 


fices to refute them. | 
Yes, ſurely, I have ſeen the count of 
ed he is a man who ſpeaks indiffer-- 
ently, but thinks well. He is magnifi- 
cent in all things, and ſo they will needs 


make him an ambaſſador. It is curious 


to ſee with what ardor our courtiers beg 
permiſſion to go and ruin themſelves 
in embaſſies: I admire, the effects of 
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French nobility. Elſewhere they ſerve, 
and take care to be well paid ; but with 


us they pay to ſerve: this ſpirit may be 
uſeful to a ſtate. The count then ſets 
out with all ſpeed; he has ſolicited 
the honor. of being my correſpondent, 


and J have vouchſafed it him. So ſhall | 
we have news. But on the ſubject of 


news, I was yeſterday taking a walk 


with our little girl in my park: it was al- 
moſt night, and we ſaw formidable 


things.. - Firſt appeared to us a huge 


white fantom : my gardener, who chan- 


ced to be in the way. Twenty paces 


off we deſcried a giant all black: a 
large tree ſpoiled of its branches, A little 
farther we heard horrible cries: the chil- . 


dren of the Swiſs in a riot. Such, my 


dear, were our terrors: moſt of the fears 


of men are little leſs ridiculous. ae 
s it true that the ſquare of Lewis XV. 


is as fine as they ſay? I have not had 
time to view it properly. They are 

about to dedicate it; but it is in the midſt 
of victories that ſuch ceremonies ſhould 
be performed. Is it poſſible that the 
little duke ſhould ever have thought of 
hating and ſpeaking ill of me? Another 


ungtateful to ſet down in my lift. Is it 


true that you ſtill love me? That friend- 


ſhip 
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ſhip is enough to me; and notwithſtand- 
ing the torrent of hates, impertinence and 
abhorrences, which I every day undergo, 
if. you remain faithful to me, I ſhall be 
no object of pity. Accept, my dear the 
moſt tender embrace of your friend, &c. 


* 
* 
* 


* 

ts 

645 *, 

4 p* x 
FE 

* 

* 

4 4 ; 

4 N 


tle things. 


5 
. LS 1 ; I 
NE 3 1 . ' 


LETTER 
To madam de NzviL, Rs 


f \ 1 


I HAVE juſt learned your quarrel with 
I the haughty dutcheſs. She is in the 
wrong, and you are not in the right. 
Complaiſance and regards muſt be ſhown 


in the world, without which life is a load 
both to us and ours. Every one has 
weakneſſes, and women eſpecially: let us 


bear with the faults of each other, or re- 


treat into the woods, if we cannot live 


with men. The dutcheſs is proud, haſty 


and giddy; but ſhe has a good heart, 
and I believe her fault involuntary, I 


will abſolutely reconcile you, and make 


you embrace. Thoſe petty wars of wo- 


men laugh, who in ſuch caſe bravely cut 
each others throats, 'without ſtaying to 


| ſcold and to ſquabble. 


The nuncio is to make his entry this 


week, I ſhall ſend thither the little St. 


Ives, who is very curious, to ſec thoſe lit- 


dear lady, to take the charge of her, and 


40 bring her afterwards back to Belle-vue, 


where 


men are always ridiculous, and make the 


Will you be fo good, my 
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where we ſhall ſpend the evening 'as 
agreeably as women can. I ſaw yeſter- 
day the little count: he is very hand- 


ſome; he puts me always in mind of my 


poor Alexandrian, who had much of his 
air. I ſalute you with all my heart: love 
every body, and be angry with no 8 
for anger is N bad for the health. 


Tam, &c. | 
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7 -- Un the counteſi of B ASCH I. 5 


morning received the little dutcheſs's vi- 
fit, Ah! what a ſhocking creature! 
How ſhe liſps, how ſhe languiſhes ! One 


would think ſhe had been ſent into the 


world for no other purpoſe than to have 


vapors, and gaze in the glaſs. From | 


that woman had I to undergo a thouſand . 


extravagant compliments, to hear a thou- 


ſand impertinences, and to receive a thou- 


and counterfeit careſſes. I more and 


more experience that good company is de- 
teſtable :. come quickly, embrace and 
comfort me. It is aſtoniſhing to ſee with 
what care our women ſtudy the art of 
plealing, which can avail them but ten or 


twelve years at the moſt, while they ne- 
glect their intellectual part, which ſhould 
ſtand them in ſtead for life. This animal 


imagines herſelf created for no end but to 


have beauty and adventures. Do you 
7 an 


O tion, is to be obliged to ſhow po- 7 
liteneſs and put on kind looks to perſons 
| whom I hate, or who hate me. I this 


= | 


Dam] 


; 18 1 vue: _ are beautiful with mnadatty,”” 
and who pleaſe without attempting it, 
re continue to ſet our ſex the example of 


wiſdom and good ſenſe, and ſtill "Iu 
thoſe who love On N 
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To the fame. 


FENOW: then, at laſt, the matſhal's 


good lady. I looked for a friend, and 


have found only a meddler without either 


wit or moderation. She wanted to de- 


ſtroy me: I forgive her, and ſhall do her 


no other harm than that of deſpiſing and 
avoiding her. My ſituation is highly un- 
fortunate. I can neither know my friends 


nor my enemies: they have all the ſame 
ſhow of regard, the ſame politeneſs and 
the ſame language. Ah! how I hate this 


mean flattering. world! I ſhould. much 
prefer the honeſt freedom of ſavages, 
who love or hate avowedly. Among us 
they cringe, they careſs, they embrace 


thoſe they mean to ruin; and all this is 


called the fair faſhion of the world in civi- 
liſed nations. You, my dear, are almoſt 


my ſingle ſolace amid my various diſtreſs. 
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LETTER , 
7 0 the fame. 


YESTERDAY arrived at Fontaine | 
bleau dull,  diſpirited, out of humor. ; 


My moſt pleaſing taſk is to write (5. you u. 


I hold nothing hid from you, my bo 1 
friend: yet I know not { you receive'my 
communications with the ſame pleaſure 


that I beſtow them. But I have need to 
beſtow them, in order to diſburden my 
heart. What then is the ſituation of the 


great! They live not but in futurity, nor 


are happy but in hope. Ambition has no 
happineis. I am ever melancholy, and 


often without reaſon. The kindneſſes of 


the king, the regards of the courtiers, 


the attachment of my domeſticks, and 
the fidelity of a very few friends; lo ma- 


ny things concurring to render me happy, 
touch me jointly or ſeverally no more. 1 


had formerly a notion of becoming con- 
ſort to a king, and I flattered myſelf, that 


the beſt of princes might poſſibly do for 

me, what his great-grandfather had done 
for a widow of fifty. There was but one 
ſmall obſtacle to this pleaſing plan : the 


great 


2 


. 4 a6] — 
great lady“ and the little Norman + were 4 
both ſtill alive. Such, my fair counteſs, 8 
were the chimeras that long amuſed this 2 
weak heart, which now ſcarce loves any _ 0 
thing but you. I have no longer any re- ny 
liſh for what pleaſed me fo much hereto-—- t 
fore. I had my houſe at Paris magnii- EK _T 
_ cently furniſhed: well, that delighted FF. p 
me two days. That of Belle- vue is cham- 1. 


ing, and I alone cannot bear it. Chari- p 
table perſons relate to me daily the anec- b 
dotes and adventures of the town; the < 
relaters fancy I attend; but when they 1 
have done, I aſk what they have been = 
ſaying. In a word, I live no more, I = 
am dead before my time; my kingdom © 
is no longer of this world, All around F 
conſpire to embitter my remnant of life; A 
imputing to me the public diſtreſs; the | 

'blunders of the cabinet, the misfortunes 

of the field, and the triumphs of our 

enemies. I am accuſed of felling every 
thing, of diſpoſing of every thing, of 

governing every thing. T'other day 

when the king was at dinner, a good old 

man came up and beſought his majeſty, 


8 * 


PTT 
+ Mr. le Normand @&E'tioles, her huſband. 


-- 
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be sea pleaſed to . ine x; = 
to madam de Pompadour. The audi- 


ence could not ſtifle a laugh at the ſimpli- 
city of the poor man: but poorer I daughed 


none. Another preſented ſome time ago to. 


the council, an admirable expedient for 


raiſing money without incommoding the 
people: his project was to beſeech me to 


lend the king a hundred millions. This fine 
plan was alſo laughed at, by every one 


but me. This general hatred and rancor 


of the nation ſting me very deep; my 
life is a continual death. I ought doubt- 
leſs to retire from court: but I am weak; 
and can neither endure nor quit it. I en- 
vy, my beloved friend, your happineſs. 
Farewel, pity me, and if it be e 
afford me ſome conſolation. 
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